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December 8, 2006

Dear Madam Secretary:

Even while ending the genocide in Darfur must remain a top priority for the United States and
the international community, we urge that the United States take steps to address the growing
instability next door in Chad, where the government is on the brink of complete collapse.

The deteriorating situation in Chad was highlighted last weekend when rebels seeking to
overthrow President Idriss Deby invaded Abeche, burning and looting government offices, as
well as the homes of the governor and the President. The attack is especially worrisome because
this eastern town serves as a hub for aid agencies assisting 300,000 refugees from Sudan’s
neighboring Darfur region as well as 90,000 Chadian Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who
have been forced from their homes by bloody inter-communal conflict in the south. [t comes just
weeks after the Sudanese army bombed several refugee camps along Chad’s border with Sudan,
prompting the UN to propose moving the camps deeper into Chad.

In November alone, ethnic clashes in southeastern Chad left more than two hundred civilians
dead and twenty-three villages looted in violence that mirrors the tactics and ethnic elements of
the conflict in Darfur, but whose attackers and victims are all Chadian. Last week amidst
worsening violence, the Chadian government extended a state of emergency to six months from
an initial 12 days and accused Sudan of arming the rebels perpetuating the chaos. Recent events
have also hampered relief efforts and compounded Chad’s humanitarian crisis. The UNHCR
estimates that more than $1.5 million worth of relief supplies were looted and the volatile

security situation has prompted the agency to remove some staff and reduce monitoring near the
Sudanese border.

The current situation in Chad has serious implications for Darfur and beyond, so it is essential
that the United States becomes fully engaged in efforts to end the violence in Chad and establish

conditions for stability throughout the region. In particular, we urge you to take three specific
actions:

s Provide robust support for a rapid deployment of an African-led international peacekeeping
force to eastern Chad that could improve regional stability by limiting the flow of arms and
soldiers between Chad and Sudan, which has been fueling military and political clashes
within and between the two countries. The Chadian Government has repeatedly requested
this kind of multilateral assistance to stabilize its volatile border region. The African Union
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